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governments of the leading European nations and of
Canada.   With the exception of the Canadian provinces,
however, no one of these states has yet altogether welded
its primary and secondary systems.   Moreover, while
France alone has been completely centralized and rendered
purely secular, all the others have been liberated from
ecclesiastical control and are under civic organization and
management.   This development represents a very differ-
ent situation from the conditions in the administration of
schools that furnished America with its first educational
traditions, but the evolution of state control in the United
States took place quite independently of that in Europe.
In fact, until the early part of the nineteenth century,
so little was known in America concerning European
education that adaptations to the systems of the various
states were practically impossible.   Since then, however,
any improvements in method, content, and administration
that have taken place in German, French, or English
schools have come to be speedily heralded by American
education, and have often proved suggestive.   Much, too,
may be learned in the United States from the thorough and
systematic,  though somewhat less  elastic, educational
organizations of Canada, especially in Ontario ; and in all
cases a comparison of the modern system of education in
one great nation with that of another should prove
broadening and mutually beneficial.
SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTEE
The leading states of western Europe and of Canada have, during
the past two centuries, organized systems of education "which may
prove suggestive to the United States.
In Prussia, owing to a strong line of monarchs, state control, with
an elaborate hierarchy of administration, took the place of the ecclesir
astical schools through a series of decrees and enactments. The